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Abstract

This study aims to examine the rationale, necessity, format, characteristics, and structure
for establishing a traffic court. It compares the methods of adjudicating cases in Thailand with
those in other countries and proposes a model for a traffic court and a traffic court adjudication
procedure consistent with the Thai social context. The research employs a mixed-method
approach, including structured interviews with key informants comprising traffic police officers,
heads of traffic police units, investigators, prosecutors, judges, legal experts, land transport
department officials, and road users. Each sector involves 12 individuals, totaling 72 individuals
for interviews. Additionally, group discussions involve 72 individuals, and surveys gather opinions

from traffic police officers and the public, with a sample size of 2,400 groups.
The analysis of the data revealed the following:

1. Due to the social structure influencing Thai people's attitudes towards obeying traffic
laws and their confidence in the discretion of law enforcement officers, as well as the legal
procedures burdening the traffic police units with logistical and budgetary constraints, the
enforcement of traffic laws is ineffective. While it is not necessary to establish a separate traffic
court, specific procedures for adjudicating traffic cases should be outlined.

2. Regarding the adjudication process of traffic cases in the Thai social context, it was
found that, unlike other countries where penalties are determined based on severity, Thailand
tends to impose high fines. Therefore, it is necessary to allow disputants to bring their cases for
consideration and to consider the reasoning behind the court's decisions. Additionally, the
adjudication processes vary according to the region, necessitating different structures for traffic
court establishments. In Thailand, enforcement problems arise from the need for police officers
to pursue offenders who do not pay fines, resulting in a burden on police units in gathering
evidence and tracking offenders for prosecution. Hence, in determining traffic cases, traffic officers
should be tasked with gathering evidence, presenting it to prosecutors, and issuing summonses
for offenders to appear in court for adjudication. The court should impose supplementary
penalties to address traffic problems, aiming to make offenders aware of the consequences of

violating traffic laws.

Keywords : Traffic Court ,Traffic Procedure ,Traffic Law Enforcement ,Thailand
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